
Phoenix, the first cricket club in Ireland, was founded in 1830. Althought reference was made to 
cricket in Trinity in the 1820s, the Dublin University Cricket Club (DUCC) was not founded 
until 1835. The members met and practised in the park until 1834 and the Marylebone Cricket 
Club (MCC) has a painting of cricket being played near the Wellington Monument circa 1830. 
In 1835 the club moved to fields behind Baggot Street, south of the Grand Canal, relocating in 
1838 to another site in the park near the Wellington Monument. The men responsible for all this 
organisation and movement were VE Alcock and the Lords Dunlo and Clonbrock, both members 
of the MCC. The year after Chesterfield Avenue was widened in 1846 the club moved to the 
present site; the move was financed by the Board of Works at a cost of £75. In the 1850s Phoenix, 
now described as ‘The Premier Club’ in newspapers, began entertaining prestigious visitors such 
as the MCC and I Zingari. A professional cricketer, Charles Lawrence, was employed and for 
ten years he was the driving force behind the continued development of the club, the standard 
of the cricket played, the encouragement of clubs throughout the country and the creation of an 
international side. The pavilion was built in 1851 and the simple changing facilities and caretaker’s 
quarters were to remain until redevelopment in the 1970s. The curved front facade was open, as 
can be seen in the team photograph of 1882, and was enclosed by windows and front door about 
1884. Today the brickwork of the original pavilion can be compared to that of the curved front.

Ninety four members of Phoenix played in Irish internationals between the first match in 1855 
and the outbreak of the Great War. This appears to be an extraordinary number from one club. 
However, the Phoenix club was at the centre of Irish cricket in this period and attracted many 
of the top players. In fact, Phoenix became somewhat akin to an Irish version of the MCC at 
Lord’s. There was no cup or league structure and most players were members of two or more 
clubs. Good players from clubs such as Dundrum, Kingstown, County Kildare, The Garrison and 
many others might also have been members of Phoenix in order to play in the most challenging 
games. There was also a well beaten path from DUCC to the Park. In some periods Phoenix had 
a measure of control over the selection of Irish teams and in 1901 there was a serious dispute with 
other clubs, notably Leinster and Pembroke, about selection for a game against the South African 
tourists. Phoenix was not part of the Leinster Branch of the Irish Cricket Union, who objected 
when Phoenix organised this fixture without reference to the Union. A boycott ensued, leading 
to an Irish selection with eight Phoenix players who lost the match in Phoenix by five wickets. 
The dispute was resolved the following season. 

The United All Ireland XI played their first match in 1855 under the aegis of Charles Lawrence. There 
were nine Phoenix representatives in the game against the Gentlemen of England and it was won 
by 107 runs. In the 19th century there were as many as seventeen pitches surrounding Phoenix, 
representing numerous clubs, plus the Viceregal ground set up by Lawrence in the 1850s (now partly 
a rose garden). Civil Service survives and there was an overlap of members there as well.

The Phoenix Club
The Early Years

Good players from clubs 
such as Dundrum, 
Kingstown, County 
Kildare, The Garrison 
and many others might 
also have been members 
of Phoenix in order to 
play in the most 
attractive games.

1. Cricket in Phoenix Park, circa 1830 – the ground in front of 
the Wellington Monument (MCC).

2. Phoenix 1st XI in 1882, with the open curved front of the 
pavilion visible.
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In the centre of the photograph of the Irish XI that played against Birkenhead Park in Phoenix in 
1858 stands Charles Lawrence, with black coat and beard. Lawrence was a cricket entrepreneur 
who had played for Surrey and Middlesex, and was responsible for setting up an All Ireland XI in 
1855. From 1851 he was employed as the club pro by Phoenix, where he organised visits to the Park 
by major English clubs. He was a round-arm fast bowler who often reverted to underarm lobs later 
in an innings. As a young boy his models and heroes in London were the legendary Alfred Mynn 
and Fuller Pilch. His first job as a cricket pro was in Scotland at the Perth club. In 1849 he took 
all ten wickets, including Mynn’s, for Scotland against the wandering professional All England 
XI. This team was organised by William Clarke, the founder of Nottinghamshire’s home, Trent 
Bridge, and who was a driving force for professional cricket. It was Clarke who recommended 
Lawrence for the job in Phoenix. 

Lawrence also became coach for Viceroy Carlisle; in 1855, he set up the new ground at the Viceregal 
Lodge and organised matches there as well as in Phoenix. In 1858 the Gentlemen of Ireland played 
the MCC at Lords, winning by an innings. Lawrence took 12 for 57 in the match. After ten years 
at Phoenix he toured Australia with HH Stephenson’s team, which was the first touring side to 
travel there. He stayed on as pro to the Albert club in Sydney, which was the first home of the New 
South Wales Cricket Association. He returned to the UK in 1868 as captain, coach and manager 
of the first Australian side to tour which was made up of Aborigines. 

From rubbing shoulders with the aristocracy in the Viceregal Lodge to travelling around the 
outback in Western Victoria, organising and coaching native Australians (who were sadly 
mistreated by colonials and their political leaders) Lawrence’s adventures make a stirring story. 
He took part in 40 of the 47 matches played on that famous tour and became widely respected and 
trusted by the players. The Daily Telegraph, in unfortunate mid-19th-century colonial parlance, 
reported that although ‘all are as black as night, these Indian fellows are to all intents and purposes 
clothed and in their right minds.’ Twenty thousand spectators turned up at the Oval to see them 
play, including the twenty-year-old WG Grace. Lawrence encouraged his team to demonstrate 
Aboriginal skills after every match and this proved hugely popular and profitable. He played his 
last match at the age of seventy and was a superb pro, manager and organiser. Melbourne and 
the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCG) became his home and workplace, and he is described by 
Australian cricket historian and test player Ashley Mallett as the person most deserving of the 
title ‘Father of Australian Cricket’. He can also lay claim to the title ‘Father of Irish Cricket’.

Charles Lawrence
1828–1916

In addition to being 
described as the person 
most deserving of the 
title ‘Father of 
Australian Cricket’, 
Charles Lawrence can 
also lay claim to the title 
‘Father of Irish Cricket’.

1. The Irish XI that played against Birkenhead Park in Phoenix in 
1858. Picture includes Charles Lawrence and Arthur Samuels.

2. Phoenix Club pro Charles Lawrence (State Library of NSW). 
3. Lawrence’s team of Aboriginal cricketers with Lawrence and 

William Shepherd, who helped manage and umpire the XI, on 
tour in Swansea, 1868 (State Library of NSW).
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ARTHUR SAMUELS (1826–1893)
Arthur Samuels appears on the right of the Birkenhead Park photo wearing a top hat. Samuels, 
who often played as ‘S. Arthur’, was probably the best known Phoenix cricketer between the 
1850s and 1880s and was a resolute defender of underarm ‘lob’ bowling. He decried the round-
arm bowling championed by his pro Lawrence as ‘an impurity’. In an ‘Under v Round’ match that 
Samuels organised at Phoenix, his underarm team beat the best of the club’s round-arm bowlers 
by 109 runs. 1858 marked the first occasion when an English team travelled to play Phoenix; ‘the 
great Marylebone came over in all its strength’, as Samuels put it. Although Phoenix were defeated 
on this occasion, they won the return engagement in 1862; Samuels played in both matches. He 
took 53 wickets for Ireland between 1855 and 1869, and was a member of eleven cricket clubs, 
including DUCC, Kingstown, Gentlemen of Dublin and the United Ireland XI.

 
FR ANK BROWNING (1868–1916)
Frank Browning can be picked out in many of these photos. He was a first class wicket keeper/
batsman who played in what is called the ‘Golden Age of Irish Cricket’ in the 1890s and 1900s. 
His greatest success was playing for DUCC Past and Present against the Australian tourists of 
1905 in College Park, when he scored a half century in each innings. At a Phoenix v Civil Service 
match in 1896, Browning was asked by J. Hurford (who was steward of both teams) to play for the 
opponents in order to ‘even up’ the two sides. As a result, Browning scored 112 for Civil Service in 
eighty minutes. Browning played 39 times for Ireland, captaining the side on 14 occasions. He was 
President of the short lived Irish Cricket Union in the 1890s and President of the IRFU in 1912. 
On the outbreak of war in 1914 he helped to raise ‘D’ Company, 7th Dublin Fusiliers from among 
the city’s rugby clubs. The younger soldiers of the 7th Dublins (or ‘Dublin Pals’) went on to take 
part in the Suvla Bay landings at Gallipoli, suffering a great many casualties. Browning himself 
was part of a ‘Dad’s Army’ of reservists for ‘gentlemen above military age’. They were known 
by Dublin wags as the ‘Gorgeous Wrecks’ because of the ‘Georgius Rex’ inscription on their 
armbands and belt buckles. Unarmed, on Easter Monday 1916 they walked into a rebel ambush 
at the corner of Northumberland and Haddington Roads. Fourteen men were wounded, five of 
whom – including Browning – later died from their injuries. Padraig Pearse, from the GPO HQ, 
then sent out an order that no unarmed men, in uniform or otherwise, were to be fired on.

The ‘Golden Age’ 
of Cricket

‘A cricketer must have all his nerves and wits about him. 
The game, more than any other, teaches self-reliance and 
pluck. It teaches discipline and obedience; and again, it 
is a game freer from serious accidents than any other’

—Arthur Samuels, Early Cricket in Ireland (1888)

1. Arthur Samuels (detail from the Irish xi v Birkenhead Park, 
1858 photo).

2. Frank Browning (detail from the Phoenix v Free Forresters 
1909 photo).
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THOMA S COUL AND ROSS (1872–1947)
In his book Cricket in Ireland (1955), Pat Hone describes Tom Ross as the best Irish bowler of all 
time, with the possible exception of Jimmy Boucher. He was a medium-paced inswing bowler 
who bowled an off break for variation. He was compared to the great Sydney Barnes of similar 
vintage. He played at Lords in 1902 for the Gentlemen v Players and in 1904 took 9 for 28 for 
Ireland against the South Africans at the Mardyke when Ireland won by 93 runs.

 
BL AYNEY BALFOUR ‘BUD’ HAMILTON (1872–1946)
From an outstanding sporting family, Bud Hamilton represented Ireland in hockey, badminton 
and tennis as well as cricket. He was a slow left arm bowler who took 95 wickets for Ireland in 19 
matches, average 15. Pat Hone describes him as ‘very crafty’. Playing for Dundrum, he and Lucius 
Gwynn once bowled out Pembroke for 4, Hamilton 4 for 0, Gwynn 5 for 1. He founded the 
auctioneering firm Hamilton and Hamilton with his brother Willoughby. This became Hamilton 
Osborne King and now Savills.

 
LUCIUS GWYNN (1873–19 02)
Lucius Gwynn was acknowledged as the best Irish batsman of the 19th century. As an undergraduate 
in Trinity in 1895 he compiled first class centuries for DUCC against Cambridge and Leicestershire 
on tour in England. He headed the first class averages that year with 56.87. He played for the 
Gentleman against the Players on the recommendation of WG Grace and there was a suggestion 
(unproven) that he was selected to play in the Old Trafford Test against Australia in 1896 but 
turned it down because of exams. He won seven rugby caps and was on the first Irish Triple 
Crown team in 1894. In the summer of 1902 he hit four consecutive centuries for Phoenix and in 
his last match he compiled another, against Leinster. He had not been in good health that summer 
and died of TB in a Swiss sanatorium on December 23rd 1902 aged just 29.

 
WILLIAM ROBERT GREGORY (1881–1918)
Immortalised by WB Yeats in four poems, most notably ‘An Irish Airman Foresees His Death’, 
Robert Gregory was the only son of the dramatist, folklorist and patron of the arts Lady Augusta 
Gregory. Gregory played for Phoenix and Galway in the period before 1914. Drafted as a sub into 
the Irish XI v Scotland in Rathmines in 1912 he took 8 for 80 in the Scots’ first innings in a game  
lost by three runs. He bowled quick leg breaks. Gregory was an accomplished horseman, an 
excellent shot and a talented boxer. He studied art at the famous Slade School, and his oil paintings 
were exhibited in Mayfair and Chelsea in 1912 and 1914. Gregory joined the 4th Connaught Rangers 
in 1914 and transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in 1916. He was awarded the Military Cross ‘for 
having invariably displayed the highest courage and skill’, and the French Legion of Honour for 
‘many acts of conspicuous bravery’. Gregory is thought to have downed over nineteen enemy 
planes, and was involved in a dogfight in which Manfred von Richthofen, the ‘Red Baron’, was 
shot down. At the time of his death on 23rd January 1918, Robert Gregory was in command of a 
flying squadron over Padua on the North Italian Front. The details surrounding his final flight are 
unclear, but it is possible he was killed by ‘friendly fire’ from an Italian pilot. 

The ‘Golden Age’ 
of Cricket

1. Tom Ross (detail from the Phoenix xi 1907 team photo).
2. Lucius Gwynn
3. Robert Gregory (detail from a photo of the Galway xi that 

played Phoenix in August 1909).
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WILLIAM PAT HONE (1886–1976)
Pat Hone came from a distinguished cricketing family that included his father, uncles and a 
number of his father’s cousins. Hone’s father, William, and uncle, Leland, who played a test match 
for the MCC, were also Phoenix members. Hone toured the USA with Frank Browning’s Irish 
team in 1909 and scored 7 centuries for Phoenix in 1913, a season when he scored a total of 2,400 
runs. He wrote about this achievement at the time: ‘This may or may not be a record, who cares?’ 
It wasn’t. He was awarded the Military Cross in 1918 for ‘Conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty’ at Kruisstraat, near Ypres. He captained Phoenix in 1930 and played friendlies into the 
1950s. He was club secretary from 1937 to 1946 and was elected first President. His book Cricket in 
Ireland was published in 1955.

 
ERIC LESLIE KIDD (1889–1984)
Leslie Kidd was captain of Cambridge University CC in 1912. In the colours match that year 
he made 46 and 45 and took 5/75 and 3/68 in a three wicket victory. He played regularly for 
Middlesex and was regarded as a future test player. That ambition was thwarted by the war and 
his subsequent move to Dublin to take up employment with Guinness. An aggressive batsman 
and leg spin bowler he played 74 times for Phoenix and 6 times for Ireland. He was not always 
available as during holidays he usually returned to play for Middlesex or other clubs in England. 
He was usually given the captaincy when he was playing for Phoenix in the 1920s. He scored 3,155 
runs for the club at an average of 41 and took 256 wickets at 13.6. He lived a long life and died aged 
95 in Dun Laoghaire.

THE POST-WAR PERIOD
The post war period saw the introduction of the Leinster League for the first time which saw 
Phoenix vying with the Bob Lambert inspired Leinster CC most years throughout the 1920s. 
Phoenix won in 1921,22,24 and 25 but not again until 1936. The club continued to attract players 
from DUCC, ex army and navy personnel from the Great War as well as successful businessmen 
such as Leslie Kidd and Jack Crawfurd from Guinness.  Crawfurd was 63 not out and batting with 
Bob Lambert for Ireland in 1921 against the Military of Ireland in College Park when shots were 
fired through the Nassau St. railings.  A female student was killed and the game abandoned.

There were many colourful characters such as Tom Jameson, of the whiskey family. A commanding 
6 foot 4 inches he bowled accurate leg breaks and was an accomplished batsman.  He was a career 
soldier, whose mother was Maria Hone.  He learnt his cricket at Harrow, played when available 
for Hampshire and went on two non test MCC tours, to South Africa and the West Indies.  He 
made a major contribution, batting and bowling his leg breaks, when Ireland had a famous victory 
over the West Indies in College Park in 1928.  He played for Phoenix before 1914 and occasionally, 
when in Dublin, in the 20s and 30s.

Hubert de Burgh, DSO and French Legion of Honour, who as a naval commander had sunk a 
German battleship in 1917, played 36 times for the club.  He was capped by Ireland in 1926 at the 
age of 47!

Wentworth “Wenty” Allen was an ever present Phoenix bowler who was also playing in the 
tragic Ireland match v The Military in 1921. He played for DUCC before and after the war and for 
Phoenix after he graduated.  He captured 463 wickets at 12.46 for his two clubs in league and cup 
matches and in 1932 became the first player to be appointed captain for the season by the club.

Into the  
20th Century

1. Pat Hone (detail from the Phoenix xi v Toronto Zingari 1910 
team photo).

2. Leslie Kidd
3. Wentworth “Wenty” Allen in 1920
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Tom Dixon was an Aussie who entered Trinity in 1925, spent 7 years getting an engineering degree 
and played for Phoenix after DUCC’s fixtures finished. A quick swing bowler he captained Ireland 
in 1932, winning all four matches. He took 7 wickets in the win over the West Indies in 1928 and 
played with George McVeagh in a powerful DUCC XI in 1927.  McVeagh probably encouraged 
him to play for Phoenix.  Dixon and his fellow cricketing brother Pat left for India in 1932 and 
captained Delhi in the first year of the first class Ranji trophy.  They both became missionaries 
and died in Kenya in the 1980s.

TG McVeagh is arguably the greatest all round Irish sportsman ever, being capped at hockey, 
tennis and squash as well as cricket.  His great grandfather Ferdinand had been one of the founders 
of Phoenix in 1830.  A stylish left hander with an eye so good and wrists so strong that he could 
forego niceties such as keeping his front foot near the ball and still hit the ball elegantly through 
the covers along the ground.  He scored 3 centuries in succession for DUCC when they won the 
league in 1927 including 170 not out v Phoenix and hit a famous century in the Irish win over the 
West Indies the following year. His availability for Phoenix, and Ireland, was frequently curtailed 
by tennis.  The star of the Davis Cup team, Ireland reached the semi- final in 1936.  He twice beat 
the great Wimbledon champion Bill Tilden. He won four hockey triple crowns in the 1930s, the 
last three in succession as captain.

The Irish captain in the 1928 West Indies match was Jim Ganly who was a renowned big hitting 
batsman, “addicted to tremendous high straight drives”, according to an LCU annual of 1941.  He 
was a Leinster CC player until 1932 and won five successive league medals with Leinster.  In 1929 
he hit 232 in two hours against Phoenix in the league final.  He joined Phoenix in 1932, clearly 
finding the club, or maybe just the bowlers, very friendly.  His business was the cattle market just 
off the North Circular road, so maybe that was a reason for his change of allegiance.  In 1936 he 
won the league with Phoenix, which included scoring 100* in one hour against his old club in 
Observatory Lane.  He was President of the ICU in 1965.  He won 12 rugby caps on the wing or 
centre and was also a tennis international, thus could be seen as a challenger to his friend George 
McVeagh as Ireland’s best all round sportsman.

Jimmy Boucher was certainly the best Irish bowler of his generation and arguably of all time. He 
was unusual in that he bowled his off breaks at close to medium pace off a fifteen yard run. For a 
small man he had very long and strong fingers with which he could rip an off break so effectively 
that a clicking noise could be heard as the ball left his hand and his exaggerated spin caused the 
ball to dip in flight thus deceiving batsmen. He sometimes had as many as four close catchers 
on the leg side. He also had batsmen caught at slip with a straight ball. He was the dominating 
force in Irish and Phoenix cricket as a player and later as administrator. He took great pride in 
the Phoenix square which he lovingly cared for along with his groundsman. He joined Phoenix 
as a schoolboy in 1927 (from Civil Service). He took 307 wickets for Ireland at 15.26, topping the 
English first class averages three times, in 1931, 1937 and 1948. He took 7/13 against New Zealand 
in 1938, 6/30 versus India in 1936 and 7/37 in an Irish one day win v South Africa in 1947. In 
domestic cricket he played until the age of 54 and ended his Phoenix career with a record of 1303 
wickets at 11.48.

Phoenix between  
the Wars

1. Pat Dixon, George McVeagh and Tom Dixon in a DUCC XI, 
1928

2. Phoenix Centenary Match team, 1930
3. 1937 Cup Winning XI
4. Jim Ganly in 1923 and as a rugby player
5. Jimmy Boucher
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There have been 3 DR Pigots to play for Phoenix, spanning the period 1921 to 2003 and that 
includes every one of those years.  All three also played for DUCC.  The first was ever present as 
opening bowler and batsman until his retirement in 1945 and his wife, nicknamed Copper, due to 
a face “framed by a halo of magnificent Titian hair” was scorer and ruled the roost. DR Senior’s 
father was John Henry, also a DUCC and Phoenix cricketer in the 1880s and 90s. The family’s 
legal history goes right back to John’s grandfather who was a judge and had the grand title of Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer for Ireland. John and his father were also judges.  John Pigot had four 
sons who all played for Phoenix and a daughter Ann who was a prominent lady cricketer.  DR Sen 
was captain 5 times and was skipper when the club won the cup in 1937,38 and 45, treasurer from 
1940 to 48 and President from 1955 to 58.  He won 30 caps for Ireland. His obituary is in Wisden, 
1966.  Sadly, he just failed to live to see his son awarded his first cap.  DR Junior (later to become 
Senior and also a lawyer) took great pride in passing his dad’s number of caps (He won 44). He 
played senior cricket for an incredible 45 years, starting the year after his Dad’s retirement and he 
scored 14423 runs in Leinster competitions.  This is second in the records to “Ginger” O’Brien 
of Railway who amassed the astonishing total of 21,765. He was an orthodox player whose best 
attacking shots were cuts and pulls and he was a fine cover fielder well into those 45 years.  His 
obituary is in Wisden 1997.  The third DR Pigot captained DUCC and Phoenix, played for North 
Leinster and has also had a career in the law.  He and his Dad played together for Phoenix for 
twelve years.

In the period from 1935(when the Leinster Senior Cup began) to 1958, Phoenix played in 12 cup 
finals, winning 8, including hat tricks in 1937/8/9 and 1947/8/9. Jimmy Boucher  and Paddy Quinn 
played in all 12.  The four Quinn brothers, Frank, Gerry, Paddy and Kevin came to Phoenix from 
a hurling background in Gort, Co.Galway via Belvedere College and all four were capped and 
had long careers in the dominant Phoenix side of the 30s and 40s. Their cartoons can be seen 
displayed in the pavilion. Marcus Ruddle and Brendan and Neil Fox added to the quality of these 
XIs.

Although the cup was won again in 1951 and the league in 1956, under the captaincy of Mick 
Dargan, who won caps for cricket and rugby, the 50s were relatively unproductive compared to 
the previous twenty years.  The club suffered when Old Belvedere became a senior club and 
the trail from Great Demark Street dried up. The 60s were devoid of any trophy at senior level 
but the 2nds won the league in 1965 and the 4ths the cup in 1964 and 68.  Donald Pratt, George 
McVeagh’s nephew, was an Irish international in cricket, tennis and squash.  He was an aggressive 
and competitive left handed bat and fielder, like his uncle, and was Irish captain in 1966. 20/20 
cricket would have been right down his street but he did end his Phoenix career with an average 
of 32, which at that stage had only been bettered by Jack Crawfurd and Leslie Kidd.  He retired in 
1966 and later founded the highly successful Avoca Handweavers business.

Phoenix 1st XI  
1930s–1960s

1. Four generations of Pigots
2. Donald Pratt in 1957
3. Phoenix takes to the field in 1941, after a German bomb struck 

hit the toilets beside the dog pond; the German embassy 
wrote a cheque for the damage to the pavillion
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1973
With the last senior success (The Leinster Senior League in 1956), it 
was Pembroke in the Leinster Senior Cup Final who stood between the 
cub and its first trophy for 17 years. The side had been coming together 
for most of the Sixties, built around David Pigot (who first played in 
1946) and joined by David Ensor (1964), Hart Cox (1969), Brian Freer, 
Michael Halliday and Gerry Murphy  (1967), Stan Mitchell (1972), Stan 
Oakes (1973) and the 12th man Gordon Black (1971 ).  A seven wicket win 
started a domination which would run right through the rest of the 70’s. 
The key partnership that Sunday afternoon was between Stan Mitchell 
and Man of the Match, wicket keeper Gerry Murphy. The previous day 
he had brilliantly stumped Alan Parker down the leg side, standing up 
to Brian Freer. Play on the Saturday only commenced at 4pm due to a 
waterlogged square. The squad, enjoying a very pleasant gin and tonic 
lunchtime session, were surprised to be summoned to Rathmines, 
thinking there would be no play that day.

1974
This was a disappointing year. Pembroke reversed the 1973 final result in 
the semi-final of that year’s competition. Phoenix were never up with the 
clock when chasing a gettable 190. This was epitomised by Eamon Mullan 
being run out by short leg, explaining to a startled David Pigot when he 
had completed his sprint to the non-striker’s end that he thought he 
had hit the ball on to the railway line. This year saw the introduction of 
the Wiggins Teape league, the first 50 overs Leinster league. It occupied 
the second half of the season following the usual league competition.  
Phoenix had finished their programme but to win the competition 
had to rely on a very understrength Pembroke side to beat Clontarf in 
Castle Avenue. This they did thanks to a fine innings from Mr Justice 
Michael Moriarty. Urgent SOSs were sent out to players to convene in 
the Shelbourne Hotel but the celebrations were muted as it was difficult 
to come to terms with what was unfolding, some believing that we were 
destined to finish second whatever happened in Clontarf.  

1975
It is very hard to rationalise what happened in that season. Stan Mitchell’s 
captaincy was definitely a factor.  His carefully crafted nuggets of 
wisdom “gently” imparted to his minions at the many moments of crisis 
throughout the season seemed to always get the required response.  
Basically, the side operated with 12 players throughout the season.  Ray 
Tilson was a new addition to the team.  Plucked from a most unpromising 
career on the 3rd XI, he played in 22 games out of 23, missing out on the 
cup final when an extra bowler was picked.  This was due to a doubt about 
the fitness of opening bowler Rod Young.   However, Young’s startling 
figures were 12 overs, 12 maidens, 0 runs, 3 wickets.  Despite chasing a 
small total (85), Phoenix struggled to reach it and were grateful to an 
uncharacteristically whirlwind 21(5 fours) from Hart Cox to scrape over 
the line.  Phoenix also won the Senior League for the first time since 1956 
winning 8 of 10 games to finish ahead of Malahide. The highlight was a 
10 wicket win over Clontarf at Phoenix. Further success followed when 
the Wiggins Teape League was retained.  1975 will always be known in 
Phoenix as the “treble year”.

1976  
This season was an understandable anti-climax but the Leinster Senior 
Cup was retained in characteristic fashion. Again Leinster CC were the 
cup final opponents. A brilliant innings of 142 from Jack Short seemed 
to have set them up to gain revenge for the 1975 cup final defeat. Chasing 
228 to win and despite a swift response from David Pigot (65) and Gerry 
Murphy (60) and important contributions from Hart Cox and Eamon 
Mullan, Phoenix required 7 off the last over. With 3 balls left this had 
been reduced to 2 with Michael Halliday facing. The very much part 
time Leinster bowler, David Baxter then bowled two successive leg side 
long hops which Halliday missed. Baxter fell to his knees thinking that 
he had completed the over but there was one ball left. Leinster now 
brought in the field to save the 2. Baxter stuck to his successful formula, 
another leg side log hop, but this time Halliday struck it over mid-wicket 
for a boundary and victory. 

Phoenix 1st XI  
1970s

1. The Phoenix 1st XI, 1973 (l–r): T.V. Neil, G.H. Black, 
A. Johnson, J.J. Carroll (president), M. Halliday, 
R.F.H. Cox, G.F. Murphy, D.R. Pigot, B.C.H. Freer (captain), 
D.G.G. Ensor, J.S.L. Mitchell

2. Mike Halliday and Stan Oakes
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1977
It seemed standard now that this still virtually unchanged side could 
be “up for the cup” but disappoint in the League and Wiggins Teape. 
Highlights of the cup campaign were comfortable victories over 
Dublin University and Merrion in the earlier rounds followed by a very 
satisfying triumph in the semi-final over Leinster. Hart Cox’s man-of-
the-match winning 92 proved the difference between the two sides that 
day. In the final against the Alec O’Riordan inspired Old Belvedere, 
a very professional bowling and fielding performance restricted the 
opposition to 132 and this was knocked off with relative ease mainly 
due to the batting of man-of-the-match Gordon Black. His 48* and 2 
for 29 deservedly won him this award and he struck the winning run in 
company of batting partner, David Ensor who was the non-striker at the 
completion of the three successful cup finals of 1975, 1976 and 1977 and 
also the Leinster League Final of 1983 with Michael Halliday hitting the 
winning runs in this game as well as the 1975 and 1976 Cup finals.

1978
The club’s determination to arrest a run of poor league performances 
since 1975 started unpromisingly when 12 for 4 against Dublin University 
in College Park. Gutsy innings from Ray Tilson and Brian Cross ensured 
a low three figure total which with the bowling attack probably at its peak 
was comfortably enough. This pattern was repeated throughout the rest 
of the campaign, 6 games were won, and combined with ensuring that 
such challengers as appeared were denied any opportunities to obtain 
anything other than a low point scoring draw. The side finished the 
league undefeated and the Leinster Senior League was regained after 
a gap of 2 years.  The drive for 4 cups on a row looked to have come 
unstuck when dismissed at home in the semi-final by Malahide for 72. 
When the visitors reached 20 for 0 in reply it seemed all but over but a 
superb response from the bowlers saw Malahide dismissed for 48. This 
bowling was backed up by brilliant fielding and catching.  The final, 
played at home against Merrion. A brilliant century by David Pigot and 
solid supporting knocks by Gerry Murphy and Stan Mitchell  led to a 
match winning total.  

1979
The last season of the decade saw both the Leinster Senior League 
and Senior Cup retained but again a second treble was not to be. In 
the league, 8 of the ten games were won to finish comfortably ahead 
of Railway Union.  Nothing it seemed was going to stop the club in 
its quest for cup glory and 5 in a row. Malahide were the opponents in 
the semi- final for the second year in a row. Batting first they made 225 
for 5, the captain Gordon Black taking 5 for 55. In response, Phoenix, 
were in early trouble, recovered somewhat thanks to fifties from David 
Ensor and Hart Cox, and in a never to be forgotten finish, Man-of-the-
Match Brian Freer (30*) and Rod Young (14*) saw them into their 
fifth successive final. The final was dominated by probably the greatest 
Phoenix innings of the decade, Gerry Murphy’s 131 against Carlisle. He 
dealt superbly with the very quick Australian professional Doug Gott 
on a lightning fast wicket and inspired Phoenix to a total of 295 for 7, 
the club’s highest ever cup final score. This was always way out of the 
Kimmage side’s reach.  

Thus the 60s which ended with two cup final defeats in 1967 and 1969 
a distant memory and the 1975 treble, the 5 in a row and with a trophy 
haul of 10, the club had achieved its best ever decade. The success 
was due to a talented well balanced XI which remained virtually the 
same from 1973 to 1979.  Eamon Mullan’s retirement in 1977 and Ray 
Tilson’s addition in 1975 were the only notable changes to the squad.  
The team had two experienced and classical opening batsmen in Pigot 
and Murphy, a very solid middle order of Cox, Mitchell, Ensor, Mullan, 
Black, Tilson  and there was also batting in a tail of Young, Halliday, 
Oakes and Freer.  Murphy’s wicketkeeping led him to being capped in 
1980 as a wicketkeeping batsman in Ireland’s first Gillette Cup match 
at Lord’s against Middlesex.  Tilson was a very able deputy behind the 
stumps.  Freer and Young were fine opening bowlers, Black was a hostile 
medium pacer and the “spin twins” of Halliday and Oakes complemented 
each other perfectly, bowling off spin and slow left arm.  The fielding 
and catching was also way above average, with Tilson at short leg, Ensor 
at slip, Mullan in the gully and Cox, Mitchell and Freer being brilliant 
outfielders.  The team had five capped players, Pigot, Murphy, Mitchell, 
Ensor and Halliday.  David Ensor holds an astonishing record in playing 
250 consecutive competitive 1st XI games for Phoenix between 1973 and 
1986.  Mike Halliday won 93 caps for Ireland between 1970 and 1989, a 
record at the time.

Phoenix 1st XI  
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1. Phoenix in the 1970s (l–r): C.R. Tilson, R.F.H. Cox, R. Young, 
B.C.H. Freer, J.S.L. Mitchell, N.C. Taylor, S.W. Oakes, D.B.B. 
Ensor, M. Halliday, G.H. Black, G.F. Murphy.



1980
The focus this season was to celebrate the club’s 150th anniversary. The 
playing highlight was a game against Somerset CCC on the 7th June. 
This reciprocated a match the previous year in Taunton, when Phoenix 
were on tour.  The fixture was “drawn” but a very large crowd enjoyed 
exhibition cricket from the visitors who included captain Brian Rose, 
Vic Marks (both who played test cricket for England), Peter Roebuck, 
Peter Denning, Denis Breakwell and Colin Dredge in their side (see 
article from the Irish Times displayed nearby).  The team finished second 
to Malahide by one point in the Leinster Senior League.  The first cup 
game for 6 years was lost to Pembroke in the quarter final having beaten 
Carlisle in the first round. Some would say that the most significant 
happening of this season was that Alf Masood made his senior debut 
for Phoenix.                   

1981
A disappointing season, although the team, by now clearly past its peak, 
did finish second in the Leinster Senior League to Leinster CC. The 
team from Rathmines was seriously challenging Phoenix for the title 
the “best team in Leinster”, when also winning the Leinster Senior Cup.  
However, a notable first was achieved, the Alan Murray Cup (20 overs a 
side) was won for the first time. 

1982
The centrepiece of this season was the winning of the Leinster Senior 
Cup for 15th and most recent time. After preventing Clontarf from 
playing in a cup final on their own ground by defeating them in the 
semi- final, they defeated Malahide in the final at Castle Avenue. When 
the game stopped due to bad light on the first day, Malahide were 99 
for 3 chasing 235 to which Man of the Match Alf Masood contributed 
87, Stan Mitchell 48, Rod Young 29 and David Ensor 22. On the second 
day Malahide lost three wickets due to run outs and were eventually all 
out for 169.  The Alan Murray Cup was retained but the club finished a 
modest 6th in the Leinster Senior League.

This was the first year of the Irish Senior Cup, a competition the club 
openly embraced. An away win over Bready, notable for an Alf Masood 
century and the manner in which Gerry Murphy performed his 12th 
man duties was followed by a successful trip to Lurgan, thanks mainly 
to another superb knock by Alf Masood. The eventual beaten finalists, 
Leinster, won the quarter final by 10 wickets at Rathmines.    

1983  
A very good season with the successful 1975 treble captain, Stan Mitchell, 
back at the helm. Both the Leinster Senior League, now a two section 
competition with the winners of each section contesting a final, and 
the Wiggins Teape league were won. Phoenix topped their group in the 
League, winning 4 of their 5 games and thus qualified to meet Pembroke 
in the final at Kimmage. The era of clubs employing professionals had 
very much arrived and Pembroke fielded Chris Kuggeleijn from New 
Zealand. He was dismissed in the nineties thanks to a superb boundary 
catch by Stan Mitchell and Phoenix knocked off the required runs 
chiefly due to a century by Man of the Match, Alf Masood. In the 
Wiggins Teape League, a rained off “no result” of the Clontarf fixture 
at Castle Avenue gave Phoenix the title.  However Pembroke achieved 
revenge for the League final defeat when winning  the Leinster Senior 
Cup semi-final in the Park. Both sides scored over 300 and this time it 
was Chris Kuggeleijn who scored a match winning century and won the 
Man of the Match award.  The quest for the Irish Senior Cup continued, 
trips to North of Ireland C.C and Waterford C.C were successful but the 
NCU kings, the star studded Waringstown XI  proved too strong in the 
Phoenix Park.

1984
Under the captaincy of Neil Taylor the highlights were finishing second 
to our old nemesis Leinster in the Leinster Senior League and in the 
longest Irish Senior Cup run so far, the semi-final was reached. This run 
featured a memorable win and revenge for the previous year’s defeat against 
Waringstown (Alf Masood again scoring a century), a one wicket win away 
to Coleraine thanks to an undefeated tenth wicket stand by Dick Forrest 
and Hugh Milling,  a quarter final defeat of Downpatrick and a semi- final  
loss away to Brigade.

Phoenix 1st XI  
1980s

1. Alf Masood, man of the match v Sussex, 1983. Godfrey Evans, 
presenter.



1985
Stan Mitchell led the 1st XI for the fourth time and once again led the side 
to the Leinster Senior League. It was a wet summer and three re-fixtures 
meant that the competition was not decided until  late September. 
Clontarf, Old Belvedere and Railway Union were all defeated and 
unusually, the 1985 club president Stan Oakes played in and took the last 
wicket to fall in the final game. The Alan Murray cup was won for a third 
time in the decade.  The Irish Senior Cup campaign had a “North West” 
ring to it. Limavady were defeated in round 1, Ray Tilson performing 
well, but Donemana were successful in a rain affected tie in round 2.  The 
one day rules that existed then meant that a very promising 80 for 1 in 20 
overs turned into a simple chase after a lengthy rain break. Donemana 
had 20 overs to chase 80! Scant consolation was Neil Taylor’s Man of 
the match award and the memory of Gerry Murphy’s stumping off the 
fast bowling of Hugh Milling. 

1986
This was a memorable season with the undoubted highlight being the 
capture of the Irish Senior Cup and becoming the first Leinster club 
to do so. Gordon Black captained the side to victories over Strabane, 
Clontarf, Ballymena, Bangor and, in the final, Donemana. The side were 
fortunate in playing four home ties prior to the final and noteworthy 
performances in those games were Alf Masood’s Man of Match winning 
innings against Clontarf, Gordon Black’s hat trick against Ballymena and 
Stan Mitchell’s Man of Match winning innings, when promoted to No 3, 
and his superb catch to dismiss Irish international Michael Rea against 
Bangor. Donemana were dismissed for 109 in the final at Rathmines and 
Phoenix knocked off the runs for the loss of one wicket. Alf Masood was 
named Man of the Match for his innings of 51 but many present felt that 
Michael Halliday for his three wickets in an economical 10 overs would 
have been a worthier recipient.  The club finished second in all three 
Leinster senior competitions. 
                                                                
1987
David Pigot Junior took the helm of an ageing side and proved to be a 
very successful captain in winning the toss during the league campaign. 
It was becoming increasingly difficult to win matches bowling second as 
the batting side could play for a draw so it was vital to win the toss and 
field. This David did with amazing regularity and thanks to fine bowling 
by Michael Halliday and batting by Alf Masood the Leinster Senior 

League was won for the fifteenth time.  The defence of the Irish Senior 
Cup lasted two rounds, Bangor were defeated in Round 1 but North 
Down defeated Phoenix in the next round at Comber.

1989
 Following a disappointing 1988, Gerry Murphy took over the captaincy 
and with the nucleus of the successful side of the previous 16 years and 
with  the addition of Sam Deight, an Australian on his “grand tour” led 
Phoenix to their fourth Wiggins Teape title. YMCA were defeated in 
the final of this competition at Malahide thanks to a Man of the Match 
performance from Sam stoutly supported by Stan Mitchell. 

Alf Masood, who first turned up at nets one evening in 1980, has 
several extraordinary records.  A boyhood friend of Imran Khan, who 
described him as the best young player in Lahore when they were 
growing up, was in Dublin setting up a clothing business.  He had failed 
to get a contract in Northants due to the quotas of the 1970s but set about 
becoming Ireland’s most talented batsman of the 1980s.  In Leinster 
cricket he scored 9477 runs with an average of 51 with 23 centuries and 
48 fifties.  In the interprovincial competition of the time he scored 1313 
runs for North Leinster at 69.  For Ireland he scored 1940 runs at 38.5 
with 4 centuries and 11 fifties.   This included 138 scored before lunch at 
Lord’s against the MCC in 1985.  To say he had a major role in keeping 
an ageing Phoenix team competitive in the 1980s is an understatement. 

Phoenix, over the two decades of the 1970s and the 1980s won 1 Irish 
Senior Cup, 6 Leinster Senior Leagues, 7 Leinster Senior Cups, 4 
Wiggins Teape titles and 3 Alan Murray Cups. 

These posters, whose purpose is to interest all who read them, members or 
visitors, in this historic club was researched by Mike Halliday.  David Ensor 
and Ian Mullen assisted with the 1970s and 80s. Helping with decisions on 
hanging and placement (and with encouragement) were Aidan Chester, 
John Mullins, Michael Brown and Michael Fanagan.  The IT magician who 
produced the finished product was Lir Mac Cárthaigh of Veritas.

IRISH TIMES, 9 SEPTEMBER 1986

PHOENIX ROUND OFF TROPHY TALLY 
IN STYLE

by SEAN PENDER

With victory over Donemana in the final of the 
Schweppes Cup at Rathmines on Saturday, Phoenix 
have now won every trophy available to them. Their 
eagerly awaited success in the All Ireland competi-
tion, the first by a Dublin club, was as decisive as the 
nine wicket margin would indicate, for, put into bat, 
the Northeners made only 109 and that was much too 
small a total in the circumstances.  Most surprising 
was the failure of the Donemana batsmen to play their 
normal attacking game. Amazingly, no one attempted 
to knock the Phoenix bowling off a length and several 
of the shots that led to dismissals were both ill- judged 
and careless.   

For all that, Donemana had started the match confi-
dently enough, Junior McBrine and Angus Scott put-
ting on 27 for the first wicket in promising style.  But 
the dismissal of McBrine to a good length delivery 
from Brian Freer precipitated a collapse there was no 
checking.  In fact, but for a last wicket stand of 14 
between Raymond Mitchell and Roger Kerr, Donemana 
would have been all out for less than 100.  There was 
nothing whatever to suggest that the pitch had been 
instrumental in the debacle.  It was purely a case of 
steady bowling, backed up by a judiciously placed field, 
proving too much for irresolute batting.

If proof were needed of this, it was forthcoming in the 
manner in which Phoenix set about scoring the 110 
needed for victory.  Never afraid to put bat to ball, 
Alf Masood and Gerry Murphy put on 85 for the first 
wicket, effectively killing off any hopes Donemana 
may still have entertained of pulling the game out of 
the fire.  Eventually out to a brilliant catch on the long 

off boundary by Roger Kerr, Masood had thrashed five 
fours in his 51 which, coupled with his two wickets for 
18 in ten overs made him man of the match.  For the 
second of his wickets he can thank Collie Daly, who 
brought off a great diving catch to dismiss David Leck-
ey.  Much more important bowling wise, however, were 
the contributions of Freer, a man for the big occasion 
whose early dismissal of the potentially dangerous 
Ivor Dougherty as well as McBrine, put his side on 
top, and Michael Halliday, who with nagging off spin 
skilfully pressed home this initial advantage.  Both 
claimed three wickets, Freer’s costing 25 runs in 8.3 
overs and Halliday’s a mere 13 in ten.  But both have 
bowled at least as well in other matches and finished 
up with less to show for their efforts.  It was all too 
easy for Phoenix.
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DONEMANA A Scott c and b Streek ....................................21A McBrine b Freer…………………………………….7 I Dougherty lbw Freer……………………………….1 D Curry b Halliday ..........................................12 J McBrine c Black b Halliday…………………….14 R McBrine b Halliday .......................................2 R McGonigle b Black .......................................13 B Curry c Freer b Masood ...............................5D Leckey c Daly b Masood ..............................1 R Mitchell not out .............................................9 R Kerr b Freer .................................................10 Total ..................................................................109 Bowling: Freer 8.3-4-25-3; Streek 8-0-17-1; Masood 10-1-18-2; Halliday 10-4-13-3;  Black 10-0-26-1
PHOENIXMA Masood c Kerr b R McBrine ...................51 GF Murphy not out ..........................................40 NC Taylor not out ............................................10 Total (for 1 wkt) .............................................110 Did not bat: DR Pigot (Jun); JSL Mitchell; DBB Ensor; D Streek; M Halliday; C Daly; GH Black; BCH Freer                                                   Bowling: Mitchell 5-0-30-0; J McBrine  10-0-12-0; A McBrine 9-2-21-0; Kerr 3-0-24-0;  R McBrine5-1-11-1; D Curry 1-0-7-0

1. All Ireland Cup winners team, 1986


